AJATASHATRU 


Ajatashatru is ridden with guilt. What does a king do when, in a 
moment of misguided ambition, he orders the death of his own 
father? Ajatashatru wages war on his neighbours with brilliant new 
machines, expands his realm to make it a powerful empire and 
founds the new capital city of Pataliputra (modern Patna). But try as 
he might, he cannot shed his feelings of remorse and sorrow, until 
Сашата Buddha shows him the way... 
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AJATAGHATRU 


PRASENAUIT, THE KING OF KOSALA, CALLED 
A MEETING OF HIS COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 


EXECUTED 

ON THE ORDERS 
OF HIS OWN 
SON; 

AJATA SHATRU. 


BIMBISARA 
WAS A PIOUS 
MAN- HE WAS A 

\ VALUED FRIEND 

^N OF KOSALA... 


CIN 


BIMBISARA , 

THE KING OF 

МАСАРНА, 15 
DEAD. 


SEVER OUR 
RELATIONS WITH 
MAGADHA. WE WILL 
ALSO CLRIM BACK 
KASHI WHICH WAS 
OIFTED TO 
BIMBISARA. 


-THE ONE WHO 
KILLED OUR 
FRIEND IS 
CONSIDERED 
AN ENEMY OF 
KOSALA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS HAD BEEN EXPECTED, AJATASHATRU RETALIATED BV MARCHING 
AGAINST KOSALA AND INFLICTED HEAVY CASUALTIES ON THAT 
KINGDOM. PRASENAJIT’S MEN FLED THE BATTLEFIELD. ... 


UTTERLY 
DEMORALISED. 


THEY SA4 AJATASHATRU 
LOOKS LIKE ONE HE MUST BE 


POSSESSED. NO STOPPED ! 
ONE CAN STOP 


А)АТАЗ 


HATRU 


+++ AND ENGAGED AJATASHATEU IN A FIERCE BATTLE. 


| 
ІІІ 
[А 


чои WILL NOT 
FIND ME AN EASY 
— PREY LIKE GOUR 
UNARMED FATHER? 


OM. IN PRISON- Ç 


WITH HIS 
BRILLIANT 
TACTICS 
PRASENAJIT 
SOON ISOLATED 
AJATASHATRU . 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


AS HIS INJURED 
ELEPHANT SUCCUMBED 


ND S 


e Z 8 9р 
ФЕН 


WHEREAS чоик 
POOR FATHER WAS 
SLRuGHTERED LIKE 
A HELPLESS ANIMAL 


= WAS. BUTUNLIKE| 
HIM ЧОЦ ARE 
f ARMED FOR 
1 DEFENCE. 


A5 PRASENAJIT WAS ABOUT TO BRING 
HIS SWORD DOWN, НЕ SAW A STRANGE 
EXPRESSION IN AJATASHATRU 5 EJES. 


THE NEXT MOMENT PRASENAJIT THREW AWAY HIS SWORD- 


ag 


GO AHEAD 
AND KILL 


COME ON, 
KILL ME, I 
WANT TO 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


[iso LONGER WANTED TO HRVE 
M4 FATHER KILLED. BUT ALAS! 
ма ORDERS НАР ALREADY 


WOULD 400 CARE ТО > 
LISTEN TO THE ADVICE oF 
AN OLD MAN, А FRIEND 
OF YOUR DEAD 
FATHER? 


| HAVE KNOWN МО 
PERCE SINCE THEN. 
NO POWER CAN 

BRING HIM BACK 
TO LIFE. 


Bot— . 
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AJATASHATRU WAITED — 


IF YOU WANT TO 
LESSEN YOUR BURDEN 
OF GUILT, THEN SEEK 
PEACE, NOT WAR. 
SEEK UFE, NOT, 


AJATASHATRU 


BACK IN HIS CAPITAL RAJAGRIHA, AJATASHATRU 
CONTINUED ТО BE AGONISED 89 REMORSE. 


NEITHER MMUSEMENTS... 


+“ NOR THE COMPANY OF MEN OF RELIGION - - 


RELIEVED OF THIS 
HEARTACHE? 


HE BEGAN TO SPEND MORE TIME IN THE GYMNASIUM -~~ 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


„++ AND Ом CAMPAIGNS. | 


HE СОШО NOT SIT IDLE BECAUSE OF HIS MENTAL АСОМ. НЕ DREADED PEACEFUL MOMENTS. 


HAVE 400 
FINALISED THE 
PLANS FOR OUR 

NEXT 

CAMPAIGN? 


MAHARAJ, 
CONSTANT WARFARE 
HAS PUT A HEAVY 
BURDEN ON THE 


EXCHEQUER. 


DONE ? WHAT DO 
І SEEK? 


HAVEN' T WE 
RECEIVED OUR 
DUES FROM THE 

LICHCHHAVIS 2. 


NO; 
МАНАКАЈ. 


WHEN WE ALLOWED ESL Er CE ..BuT THEY HAVE 
THEM THE RIGHT TO OE ў NOT DELIVERED OUR 
MINE FOR JEWELS ON ý X E 

THE BORPER OF OUR 

TERRITORY , IT WAS 

AGREED THAT THEY 

WOULD GIVE US HALF 


MAHARAJ, | DO 

NOT ADVISE WAR 

AGAINST THE 
LICHCHHAVIS; NOT 


I AM HAPPY THAT 
THE LICHCHHAVIS 
HAVE GIVEN ME 
A REASON TO 

DECLARE WAR 
ON THEM. SO 

WHAT ARE WE 
WAITING 


, 


LET uS BUILD A 
WELL-FORTIFIED BASE ON 
THE BANKS OF THE GANGA 
FROM WHERE WE CAN 
LAUNCH ATTACKS — 
ON THEM. —^ 


THEY ARE POWERFUL. 
THEY ARE UNITED.THEIR 
TERRITORY IS TOO FAR 

FROM RAJAGRIHA . 
>=... 


АМАВ СНПВА КАТНА AJATASHATRU 


ттр | 


WORK BEGAN ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FORTIFIED CIT4 ON THE BAWKS 


” PORE бит! 


OF THE GANGA. 


THEIR LEADER СНЕТАКА WAS AN ABLE 
ADMINISTRATOR. 


ЕЕ LICHCHHAVIS TOO WERE EQUALLY PREPARED. 


Eu Щи THE STATE AND ELECTED SIT 


š ¿| енелер чылын 
7 LET THE ASSEMBLY N < IM ч 


7 ` 
DECIDE WHETHER WE 2 / ^JATASHATRU NOT ONLY А 
MUST SURRENDER ТО Г POSES A THREAT Ш ИЕ 
- | STATE , BUT ALSO TO OUR 


AJATASHATRU OR CX 
EIGHT HIR а МАЧ OF LIFE AND OUR | 
š z “4 (Ө) Ж. 
ciu] 1 
) 2 


| SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT | 
\ ; 
2 \ | SUGGEST THAT МЕ / | 


>. FIGHT HIM < 


= | 
WE APPROVE. P | 
AJATASHATRU MUST \ 
С HUMBLED. E 


ARAY 


С“ 


IT ТООК TWO «EARS FOR THE С/Т 70 BE 
READY- г) ань 


PATALIPUTRA! 
THIS WILL BE Оце 
БОЛА NEW CAPITAL! j 


NOW 1 АМ 
READY FOR 


THE 
LICHCHHAVIS; 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
pee—— 
— 
| // BUT тнеч HAVE NOT > | 
SEEN THE LAST OF ME ЧЕТ. 


1 LOOK FORWARD TO 
-. BATTLING WITH THEM. 


C 


BACK IN PATALIPUTRA — 


/ | HAVE 
FOUND MY MATCH 

| IN THE 

LICHCHHAVIS. 


MAHARAJ, ; BUT MENTAL TORMENT DROVE AJATASHATRU TO ВЕ 
REPEATED > AND MORE V/OLENT АМО КЕУЕМСЕНШ.. 
INDECIGIVE BATTLES й = ILLAE Ex 
ARE PLAYING HAVOC WITH ev А УЙГ) 
1 Ж САМ?Т СЕТ 2 А P р 
АМАЧ WITH J 4 
THIS. 


EXACTLY- 
MUST MAKE A BUT HOW DO 


DETERMINED EFFORT | we MANAGE 
ТО SUBDUE THE г. THAT? 
LICHCHHAVIS ONCE 7 j 


AND FOP ALL. 


AJATASHATRU 


MAHARAJ,! HAVE А PLAN. 
! NEED YOUR PERMISSION 
TO LAUNCH AN 
ONSLAUGHT ON THE 
LICHCHHAVIS. 


HOW сам ЧОП? 

THE MORALE OF 
OUR MEN IS VERY 

LOW AT PRESENT. 


THIS ATTACK 
NEEDS ONL4 
ONE MAN, 

MAHARAJ- .. 


1 SUGGEST THAT WHILE 
YOU ENTHUSE OUR SOLDIERS 
TO FIGHT ONCE AGAIN, ! WILL 
INFILTRATE THE ENEMY 


+++ WEAKEN 
THEM FROM 
WITHIN B5 PLANTING 
SEEDS OF 
DISSENSION. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


BUT THAT 15 А RISK 


1 HAVE TO TAKE. TO 
ENSURE OUR SUCCESS, 


...BuT iF uou ARE 
FouND OUT, 
Y чоц WILL LOSE 
а youR LFE- 


I UKE YOUR PLAN- 
LET'S HOPE THEY 
PLAY INTO JOUR 


1 WOULD LIKE 
чои TO DESIGN 
А WAR 

> MACHINE 


IT WILL BE A 
FORMIDABLE WEAPON 


AJATASHATRU 


r —— 
OVER AJATASHA aoc 
ШЕ (Li 

1) 


L| HAS NEW PLANS TO 
OVERPOWER US WITH 
HIS WAR MACHINES 4 


MEANWHILE. LICHCHIAY! NOBLES WERE CELEBRATING THEIR VICTORY 


= | HEAR AJATASHATRU N (k 


Jon MACHINES 
| ARE NO 


- || 


ESPECIALLY THOSE MEN 
WHO ARE LINITED AND 
TAKE COLLECTIVE 

DECI SIONS. 


SUBSTITUTES FOR 
FIGHTING МЕМ. 


—À == 
Чой ARE RIGHT. WE e ТШ 


ж-- 
ACCORDING TO THE WILL ZN 
Or THE PEOPLE. 


EVER'VONE TURNED TO THE МАМ WHO HAD JUST SPOKEN- Г 


AND THEREIN 
LIES Soug 
STRENGTH. 


JESF 
BUT WHO ARE 
40U, STRANGER? 


WE DO NOT SEEM 
TO KNOW чой. 


15 


AMAR СНПКА КАТНА 


OH! | AM А [ I AM ASHAMED НЕ REPENTS. 50 
DISILLUSIONED Къса M4 KING AND НЕ 15 WELCOME 
CITIZEN OF Е МАЧ НЕ WRNTS 


AJATASHATRU 


1 DON'T AGREE. 
WOULD HE HAVE 
REVEALED HIS TRUE 
IDENTIT4 IF HE 
WERE NOT 
-. HONEST? 


HERE. НЕ 15 OUR | 
3 
МАСАОНВ - О IMPOSE HIS RULE 


OVER 4oUR WAU OF | GUEST. AND THIS 


GOVERNM 15 NO Мяч то 


мт 


ЖЕ 


TREAT A 


SEIZE HIM AND 
THROW HIM IN 


1 SERVED AS A MINISTER 
TO AJATASHATRU BUT NOW 
I AM ASHAMED THAT 
! PID SO. 


-- CE p COULD НЕ NOT HAVE 
— 


USED А DISGUISE? COULD 
НЕ NOT НАМЕ 


! APOLOGISE 
FOR MY FRIENDS. 


PLEASE DO! AT 
LEAST | SHOULD ән | 


l'as THE NOBLES CLOSED IN ОМ 
| VaGS^« An — 
еттү 


1 HAVE. WON А 
FRIEND. BUT МУ 
FRIEND HAS WON 
МАМЧ ENEMIES. 


2 5; 
МУ 
1 


\ 
/ 
^ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


18 IT BECAUSE you ` 
DO NOT BELONG ТО 
THE AFFLUENT GROUP, 
WHILE MOST OF THE 
OTHER NOBLES 
Do! 


DOWN IN THE 
ASSEMBLY ? 


VASSAKARA MANAGED TO 
PLANT THE SEED OF DOUBT 
ІМ THE MIND OF HIS 


~+- AND WITHIN A FEW JEARS VASSAKARA SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING ABOUT А RIFT BETWEEN 
THE UCHCHHAVIS OF DIFFERENT CLASSES. = — = 
- таа THE4 CLAIM TO RULE B4 y тт rm 


COLLECTIVE WILL.BUT WHO 
BENEFITS FROM THEIR ACTIONS? 
JUST A SMALL GROUP OF 
THE RULING CLASS. 


AJATASHATRU 


А FEW WEEKS LATER — 


MAGADHA ARMY HAS 
BEEN SIGHTED. 


LET THOSE WHO 
IMPOSE THEIR WILL 
ON OTHERS FIGHT 
Š, THE ENEMY. 


() 
n 
4 ы 


а 


с-з 


WHILE THE ENEMY WAS ADVANCING, THE 
ШСНСНИВИ WERE BICKERING AMONG 
THEMSELVES. 


80 AJATASHATRWS 
MEN MET WITH 
LITTLE OR NO 
RESISTANCE AS 
THEY MARCHED 
TOWARDS VAISHALI. 


AJATASHATRU 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


*++ AND FOUGHT SPIRITEDLS. 


LET 06 DECIDE 
WHETHER. WE WANT 

TO FIGHT ONE RNOTHER 
OR THE ENEMY. 


EINALL«., AT VAISHALI, CHETAKA, THE CHIEF ОҒ THE 
LICHCHHAVIS, MADE А FERVENT APPEAL- 


OUR STRENGTH LIES IN OUR 
UNIT4. QUARREL AMONG US АКО 
MUTUAL MISTRUST COULD HELP 
AJATASHATRU, OUR ONLY 


VASSAKARA WHO HAD MEAN! ы 
WHILE REJOINED HIS KING LOOKED MISERABLE. 
<= — 
J ALL ^4 EFFORTS 


У SEEM TO HAVE 
а FAILED, MAHARAJ. 


( 


WITH 4OU , VASSAKARA. THIS 15 
NOT REAL UNITY BUT 


СНЕТАКА- 


A қ. 
үз 


"с 

MOREOVER, WE HAVE 
A VER4 EFFECTIVE 
WAR MACHINE ТО TOMORROW j 


THE LICHCHHAVIS POURED QUT OF 
THE FORT IN FULL STRENGTH- -- 


DEAL WITH THEM- WE WILL USE IT 
AGAINST THE 


LICHCHHAVIS. y 


21 


AJATASHATRU 


Ü PRETEND THAT WE THE STRANGE WAR MACHINE MOVED FAST IN CIRCLES DESTKOSING MEN WITH ТВ HEBV« RODS. 


ARE BEATEN AND WE 
WANT TO КЕТКЕАТ- 


E. 
2 / RUN FOR > 
ЧОЦЕ ПЕЕ! > 
м. 
| “ 


— 5 


n» wy 
/ А "i ДАЙ 


THEN A STRANGE WAR MACHINE EMERGED IT HAS NO HORSES! 
FROM THE МАСАОНАМ CAMP. Was NO CHARIOTEER! AND 
IT IS MOVING 


Ру э ғ; 
SITTING INSIDE THE WAR MACHINE, TURNING 
i= 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
HE TURNED 70 HIS PERSONAL PHISICIAN AND 
FRIEND JEEVAKA FOR ADVICE. 


I GET INTO A FIT 

OF DEPRESSION AT 
THE CONCLUSION OF 
EVERY CAMPAIGN. 


MAHARAJ, DON'T YOU 
REALISE THAT ALL THE TIME 

ЧОЦ HAVE BEEN | 
FIGHTING YOURSELF? 


AJATASHATRU RECALLED W 
PRASENAJ/T'3 WORDS. P 


M 


PERCE, NOT 
WAR. SEEK 
ПЕЕ, МОТ 
DEATH - 


А) АТАЗНАТКИ 


IS THERE -~> 
NO Би 
SOLUTION -~~ 


X 


ONLY ONE 
PERSON CAN HELP 
чоц— GAUTAMA 


THE BUDDHA- 
=... 


І АМ SORRY, 

MAHARAJ. THERE Ñ 
IS NO MEDICINE Fog | 
THE MALADY THAT ІЛ 


/ 


"t A / 
2/5 
ғғ. 
ТНЕ 


BUDDHA. 


= m 15 NOW VISITING 

2А MAGADHA AND IS CAMPING 
ГА ИМ THE MANGO GROVE ON 
THE /ОМТ5КІРТ5 ОҒ 
спа. 


HE AOREE 


HE SHUNS NO 
ONE. HE SEEKS NO 
ONE. GO TO THE 

BUDDHA , MAHARAJ. 
чои WILL FIND 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUATAGHATRU SET OUT ТО SEEK AN RUDIENCE. WITH THE BUDDHA ] 


ACCOMPANIED ВУ JEEVAKA, 


AS THEY ENTERED THE MANGO GROVE, 
AJATASHATRU WAS SUSPICIOUS! 


+++ BECAUSE 
WHERE THERE 


VOICE. | SEE NO 
ONE. | HOPE 
THIS 15 NOTA 
TRAP, JEEVAKA - 


BE 7% 


AJATASHATRU 
А8 AJATASHATRU APPROACHED THE BUDDHA — 


4 
b =) 
j A s 


TY 


REFUGE IN 
THE ОНАММА“. 


n 


к 
я 
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¥ (DHARMA) BUDDHAS TERCHINGS. 


